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MERCATOR: 


OR, 


Commerce 


Retrieved, 


BEING : 
ConsrDERATIoONS on the State of the Britif) Trade, 6c. 





From Cuelday, December 1. to ChurfMay, December 3. 1713. 
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The Mercator Extred upon a Difcourfe of the Trade to Spain. 
The Accounts publifbed in the News-Papers of the Spaniards making new Demands upon 


us, falfe in Fact. 


The Daily Courant honest in making an Acknowledgment. 
A Party Abroad (as well as at Home) bufy to Enflame us, and by writing Falfe to Im- : 


pofe upon the People. 





“Rom the Beginning of this Work, it has been 
the principal Complaint of the MERCATOR, 


that we had a Setr of People among us, and in 

a neighbouring Nation alfo, who endeavoured 
by falfe Suggeftions and Miffeprefentations of Things, 
efpecially relating to our Commerce, to Deceive and 
Delude the People of Britain, make them Uneafy and 
Tumulruons, and thereby to carry on the other De- 
figns of a Party. 

For the detecting thefe Things, and preventing, as 
much as poffible, the Delufions of the poor People, the 
MFRCATOR was at firft fet up; and much ill 
Treatment this Paper has met with for fuggefling, that 
there were any fuch Defigns: the Oppofers always al- 
ledging there was not. We fhal! now bring the Matter 
to a Tryal, and thar fich a Tryal, as will fatisfy all 
honeft indifferent Men,that what the MERCATOR 
has fiid of this kind, 1s but too true. 

It was by the courfe of this Work, that the MER- 
C ATOR was to begin this very Day to treat of the 
Affair of our Commerce,as it related to Spain, as ap- 
pears by the MERCATOR No. 8o. When, as if an 
Ambufcade had been laid on purpofe to furprize him 
at the Entrance, Pehold in our Printed News-papers, 
éven almoft all of them of Wednefday, 1 hurfday, and 
Saturday laft, came out a Piece of News faid to be writ- 
ten from the Hague, and efpecially Publifhed in the 
Day'y Courant and the Fying Post, wherein we are told 
to this effe&: (viz.) “ That new Difticulties were ftar- 
“ ted by the Spaniards in the matter of our Commerce ; 
“ That when it was expected, that the Treaty of Com- 
« merce between Great Britain and Spain would have 
“ been finifhed and Signed, the Spaniard had made new 

© Demands upon us: Such as thefe ; 


1. * That they would not allow an Englith Conful 
“ at Cadiz, to be Judge in Affairs relating to the 
“ Britifh Merchants among themfelves. 


‘9. “ That they demanded an Advance of Duties upon 
“ our Merchants in Valencia, Murcia, Catalo- 
“ nia, &c. 
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3. © That they demanded 40 per Cent. Duty of all 


mk 
“ Goods broughr into Spain bythe Bricifh Ships 


« which were nét of Britifh Growth. 


- 4» “ That we fhould not be fuffer’d' to Trade to the 


“ Weft-Indies but as Bifcayners, and in the Name 
“ of Bifcayners. 


After thefe Demands, there was a kiud of a Sarcafin 
publifhed upon the General Head of Parties, infinuating, 
“* That perhaps we might now be obliged to fue to 
“ the French King to make King Philip comply with 
“ us, and fettle our Trade, as the Dutch had done. in 
“ the Affair of their Peace. 


Here is firft the fuggefted Demands of Spain, and next 
the malicious Inference drawn, on purpofe to exafpe- 
rate the People of Great Britain againft thofe,who ma- 
naging our Publick Affairs, fhould fiffer fuch Deali 
in the Spaniards, and fhould bring the Britifh Affairs to 
fo fcandalous an Ebb, as to be obliged ‘to feek to the 
French King to bring the Spaniard to Reafon. 

Having thus flared the Fa& in Subftance, tho’ not in 
the exact Words of the News-Papers, becaufe they re- 
late it diffetently: the MERCATOR is very forry, 
that he muft Tax all the faid News-Papers at Jeaft wi 
a criminal Credulity, in Publifhing a Thing fo . feanda- 
lous to their Country, and with fuch a reproachful.In- 
ference annexed to it, and at the fame time not a word 
of Truth in it all. 
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It is a melancholy thing, to look on the Condition, 


which Parties have brought this Nation to, that if any 
Story have but a pleafing Bitternefs in it, the Publifh- 
ers of News are too eafily drawn in to hand it on, be- 
caufe they know,how acceptable it will be, and are toa 
forward to take it on the Credit of their News-Fa‘tors 
abroad, not thinking perhaps,that there is a Mine 
abroad, in which too, many of our Delufions are coin’d, 
and an Intereft abroad, for the Ufe of whom,thofe De- 
lofions are to be made currant here. 

Before this Paper proceeds to Particulars, it is need 
ful to Repeat the Negative $ ( viz.) Thar the te 4 
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te is, that the King of Spain has made no fuch De- 


; BA pial ds or Retufals. He has not refufed the Conful at 





hk z3 he has not demanded higher Duties in Valén- 
it tg Gc. or.4o per Cent. on Merchandizes of Foreign 
ZArowth brought by the Britith Ships; or demanded 
that we fhould Trade to the Spanilh Weft-Indies as 
Bifcaynets, &c. | 

In a word, the whole Story is a formal Contrivance, 
a meer Forgery; whether made here by our Party-Men, 
or fent from Holland, by their Confederates, is neither 
the Bufinefs of, or worth while for the MERCATOR 
to enquire. ae ) 

Betore the MERC ATQR. goes about the proof 6F 
thefe Negatives, which however ffiall be done with all pof- 
fible Regularity, he muff do Juftice to the Daily Courant, 
who has made an acknowledgment for the Miftake, 
and that he is affured the Relation he had publifhed be- 
fore, as above, was falfe: This Ingenuity in the Courant, 
as it clears him from idle a? as to the Story, fo it 
brings him in as-an Evidéfice againft the Fad. 

‘But how any of our News-Writers will excufe them- 
\felves for publifhing the Reflection upon the Queen, as 
being tnder'a Neceffity to feek to the French King to 
make up the Treaty.for Her ; this let them Anfwer, as 
well as they can : I doubt not,but they,who Coined the 
Story, Coined alfo that reproachful Inference: But it 
cannot import any great difference to the Government, 
in our News-Writers, to publifh fuch a piece of Scan- 
dal, before they were fure of the Truth of the Founda- 
tion it was built upon. 

Nor although al] that have publifhed this fhould Re- 
cant it, anddeclare it to be falfe, as the Courant has 
done, could it be called a full amends to the Nation ; 
tho’ it is true,tis all the amends they can make: But 
if the Delufion fpreads one Mile farther than the Ac- 
knowledgment, f 








o much Injury is done to Truth, and 
fo many Ignorant People are mifled, abufed and 


- The MERC ATOR hall, as this Matter proceeds, 
flate the Particulars of the Forgery, and fhew. exattly, 
how that Affair flands; and, ih the mean time, the 
getieral Fact is thus: That inftead of the Spaniards 
a and flarting Difficulties in the Affair 
of the Treaty of Commerce with the Queen, it, is Her 
Majefty, who, in behalf of Her Subjects, and for their 

and Advantage in their Commerce, has made 
fome Difficulties, and demanded to have fome Things 
explained, fettled and better underftood, than fcem’d to 
be in the Treaty ; and for that pofe a Courier is 
a cae to King Philip for his Approbation. 
is being laid down as a Gerteral, and this General 
being fully proved by the Particulars, as it fhall be; it 
is hoped, the FE RC ATOR thall no more be blani’d 
for faying, that there are a Party of Men in the World, 
who, to carry on their private Defigns, are very bufily 
employs to Deceive and Delude the ‘People; and that 
the MERC ATOR, on the other Hand, is employ’d 
to Undeceive them, and deliver them from thofe De- 
lufions, by reprefenting Things to them as they really 
are, and removing the Mifts and Scales from their Eyes 
which have interrupted their Sighr. 

The MERCATOR cannot, but with Regret 
ébferve, How willing thofe very People are to have the 
Treaty with Spain hurryed on, who are the readieft to 
Comphin when it is done! How impatient they are of 
the tieceflary Delays! How forward to have it haftned! 
And yet how watchful to find Fault, when paft a 
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One would think thofe People, who would willingly 
have the Trade fettledto the Advantage of their Coun- 
try, fhould be willing to have time taken for the doing 
it; and give leave to their Soveraign to make fuch Ob- 
jestions, and infift upon fuch Demands ,as are for the 
Security and Advantage of Her Subjects. 

But, inftead of this, the People, who are thus warm 
at the Matters of Commerce, when fettled, are equally 
impatient at the neceffary time taken up in: juft Hefita- 
tions, Objeétions and Demands, in order to make the 









Trade advantageous, and the Treaty cleat: And while 
the Government here are concerning themfelves to fettie 
the Trade upon juft and equal Foundation, thefe Peo. 
ple fillthe Town with uneafinefs, and amufe them with 
grotndlefs Reports of the King of Spain making new 
Demands upon Her Majefty, and give Particulars of thofe 
Demands, which have really no Authority to juftifie 
them, nor any Truth to fupport them. : 

Bur the MERCATOR is obliged to give this 
Notice, for the Sorel Satisfaction of all Her Majefty’s 
Merchandizing Subjects, and repeats it again, that there 
is not any part of all that Account true; neither do 


the Spaniards make any fuch Démands upon us, 
mentioned in Be aid N pon us, as are 


f ews-Papers, or any thing like 
them.” . 


Much lefs is that foolifh and malicious Inference ju 
thar Her Majefty fHould be obliged to the French King 
to bring the Court of Madrid to. comply: Who made 
that Inference, the MERC ATOR does not enquire; 
but..this. may. with modefty be faid of ir, ( viz. ) Thar 
thefe Things fhow; that there are fome People fome- 
where, befides thofe at home, very bufily at work to 
foment: Mifunderftandings among Her Majefty’s Subjects. 
It were to be wifhed the People of Britain would feri- 
oufly enquite,what People in the World it can be, 
whofe Intereft it is thus to enflame us. a 











From the Custom-House. 


Exported to France in three Days, 
November 26, 27, 28. 
7 C. 211. Wrought Iron 
2 Watches 
3 Watch Cafes 
20 1. Woollen Cloth 
5 Fodder Lead a 
| 5h 1, Cotton Wooll, and one Bag dittd 
123 Gallons Canary ' 
13121. Pepper 
32C. Brown Sugar 
19 C. Corrants Secoae 
9 C, Gauls fey re 
1820 Glaffes — 
9 Ton 15 C. Allom 
_* 239041. Virginia Tobacco 
30191 |. Virginia Tobacco 
16co Quarter Barley 
250 Quarter Rye 
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Bullion Exported in one Day, November 26. 


To Holland 8000 oz. 
IC0O0D Oz. 





18000 oz. Silver. 


ST ete, 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


This Day is Publifh’d, 
*,* A letter to the DISSENTERS. Price 6d. 
And on Tuefday will be Publifi’d, A PREFACE 
to the Bifhop of Sarum’s Introdustion to the Third 
Volume of the Hiftory of the Reformation of the Church 
of England. By Gregory Mifofarum. Price 6d. Both 
Printed for John Morphew, near Stationers-Hall. 


BOOKS printed for John Merphew, near Stationers Hall. 

*,* The Four Volumes of Memoirs from the New 
Atalantis, in S*. Four Parts, andan Appendix, of JOHN BULL, 
publifh’d by the Author of the faid New Atalantis. The Conduét 
of the Allies, the 7th Edition. Remarks on the Barrier-Treaty, 
the 2d Edition, by the Author of the Conduct of the Allies, The 
Examiners for the Year 1719-11, in one Vol. in 12°. Memos 
of Count Tariff, by which the whole Secret Hiitory of the Reiu- 
fing the Late Treaty of Commerce is laid open, &c. The Impor- 
tance of the Guardian confider’d, in'a Second Letter to the Bailiff 
ot Stockbridge ; By a Friend to Mr Stele. Part ot the 711 
Fpiltle of the Firit Book of Horace imitated, arid Addrefs’a to a 
Noble Peer ; the 2d Edition. 











LONDON: Printed for Bens. Tooxe, at the Temple-Gate: and 
( Price 3 Half-pence. ) 


Joun Barser, on Lambeth-Hill. 
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